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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb (Lahore) of the 22nd November — 
„ publishes an account of the proceed- 
tion of the Panjab Uni- ings of the inaugural convocation of 
— the Panjab University held on the 
18th November. The editor also refers to the handsome con- 
tributions made by the different native chiefs of the Panj&b a 
for the support of the University, congratulates Dr. Leitner 
on the success of his exertions, and remarks that his memory - 
will be always cherished with gratitude by the present and 
future generations of Panjabis. (The Koh-i-Ndr of the 22nd 
. November has also published an account of the proceedings 
5 of the convocation. ) | | : 


A correspondent of the Alida. An (Lord of the 25th 
W ae November, referring to the appoint. 
aes Fae eS «ail hale additional Judges to the 
mann Lahore Chief Court, urges that one 
of two new Judges should be a native. There are several 
natives in the provinoe, auch ae Pandit Bim yan, Reba 


e 


| 7 3 


Prasann Rae, Babu P. O. Chatarji, &., pleaders of the Chief 
Oourt, who are perfectly qualified for the post. They are by 
no means inferior to Mr. Mahmüd, who has been elevated 
to the Bench of the Allah&b4d High Court, in point of legal 
knowledge and education, while they are more experienced 
than he. An objection may be made in case of Babu Prasann 
Rae and Babu P. C. Chatarji on the score of race, but Pandit 
R4ém Narayan is a Panjabi ia every sense of the term. Some 
men accuse Government of partiality to Musalmäns. A 
Muhammadan has been lately appointed a Judge of the Allah- 
&bad High Court, and if in the Panjab the Government 
bestows the same honour on a Hindũ, this would show that 
merit, and not race, is the chief consideration with Govern- 
ment in selecting men for the public service. It would seem 
that two European officers have already been nominated for 
the posts in question. According to the Tribune one of the 
nominees is 2 man who, if he were asked in private whether 


he considered himself fit for a High Court Judgeship, would 
readily answer in the negative. 


The same paper of the 22nd November publishes an ar- 


The editor of the Akk- ticle communicated by a correspondent 
bdr-i-Am not invited to * 1 
the convocation, of the who calls himself“ Weather-cock. 


Panjab University. The writer, addressing the editor, 


says that the latter opposed the raising of the Panjab Uni- 
versity College to the status of a University, and the result is 
that he was not invited by Dr. Leitner to the convocation of 
the University like some other editors. Dr. Leitner is not 
an Englishman, and cannot tolerate any hostile criticism of 
his acts. He is a lover of flattery. Munshi Har Sukh Rae, 
the proprietor of the Kol-i-Nér, too, severely criticised the 
conduct of Dr. Leitner at first. But as he is a shrewd and ex- 


perienced man, he soon perceived the unwiseness of his policy © 
and at once changed front. The editor of the Akhbdr--Am 

used to say that as the University was a public institution, 
Dr. Leitner could not excl ude any man from the convocation, : 


n 


through private spite, especially in the tine of Sir Charles 
Aitchison and Lord Ripon. But now he must have been 
convinced how far he had been mistaken. , 


In commenting on the above communication the editor 


remarks that he does not fear the displeasure of Dr. Leitner, 
but only cares to conscientiously and faithfully perform his 
duty as a journalist. He has suffered nothing from his non- 
invitation to the convocation by Dr. Leitner. Nothing could 
be more honourable to a journalist than a conviction on the 
part of the public that. he is always ready to sacrifice his 
private interests to publio interests. As regards Sir Charles 
_ Aitchison, the editor has no hesitation in saying that he is. a 
conscientious and a perfect gentleman. The editor has had the 
honor of a personal interview with him. He received the- 
editor with honor and talked freely to him. He advised 
him to make his conscience his guide, and to refrain equal- 
ly from flattering and traducing any man. In fact, he told 
the editor in so many words that the office of editor was 
higher even than that of Lieutenant-Governer, because the 
latter had only to look to the interests of the people, while 
the former has to assist both the people and the Government 
with his advice. 


The Almorah Akhbdr of the. 20th November publishes a 


The Mahéréjé of Tra. brief review of the memorandum which 


vankor’s memorandum. on the Mahéréj& of Travankor has sent. 


high education. to the Governor of Madras in favour of 


high education and expresses its concurrence with the views 
of the Mahfrfj&. The Mahdréjé has conclusively. proved that. 
there is no hostility or antagonism between high education 


and elementary education, as is thought in some quarters, and 


that it is equally the duty of the Government to provide both 
these kinds of education for the people. It. is..evident, from 
Dr. Hunter’s speeches that high education has nothing to fear 


Circulation, 
80 copies. 


from the Education.Commission, and now we anxiously await — 


the decision of the questi 


of. edugation. by Lord . Ripon. 
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The same paper is glad to state that Sir Alfred Lyall is 
The psy of teachers in inclined. to inerease the pay of teach- 
halkabandi schools. ers in halkabandi schools. In his. 
review of the Director’s Educational Report for the last year 
the Lieutenant-Governor says that the pay of the teachers in 
question is very small, and that suitable increases should be 
given to them. He is justly of opinion that, if a school 
is not appreciated by the people and the attendance is small, 
it should be altogether closed, but that it is not wise to 
reduce the pay of a teacher on account of small attendance. 


The same paper of the 27th November publishes a Hindi 
translation ef Mr. Hume's letter on 
local self-government which appeared 
in the Pioneer of the 4th November, and remarks that the 
letter deserves to be carefully studied by every intelligent 
native. The natives should zealously take up this noble 
scheme in hand. They should bear in mind that if it fails 
through their fault, they will have to wait for many, many 
years before any such concession is again granted to them. 
In fact, “ Now or never” should be their’ motto. | 


The Hindi Pradip (Allahäbad) for November states that 
at present natives are jubilant over 
- —— a sr 5 Ripon’s local self-government 
a scheme in all parts of the country, but 
they must remember that almost all subordinate officers are 
opposed to the measure. When Lord Ripon’s term of office’ 
expires, and he returns home, they will again have to 
deal with the same subordinate officers. No one can guarantee 
that our next Viceroy will be a just and e e 
tioned man like His Lordship. Moreover, the Vicerey 
can do but little in any matter without the hearty . 
operation of local Governments and other subordinate of 
cers. Putting aside the local self-covernment scheme, wi 1 
is calculated to transfer the management of comparatively 
large revenues to local bodies, and in regard to the: er . : 
tion of which it may justly be said that the greater the ene 


Local self-government. 
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and caution exercised by local Governments the better, it is 
doubtful how far even the lesser scheme about the giving of great- 
er publicity to legislative measures will be successful. The Gov- 
ernment of India is of opinion that vernacular translations of 
Bills should be made and widely circulated in order to ascertain. 
public opinion. The translations are to be made in that form. 
of the vernacular which is free from difficult Arabic and. 
Persian words and will be intelligible to all classes of the peo- 
ple. But the Government has by a mistake given the name of 
Urdũ to that language in its Resolution on the subject. That 
language should have been properly called Hindi and not Urdũ. 
If the task of the preparation of these so-called Urda transla- 
tions is entrusted to Arabic and Persian scholars, who are 80 
very fond of using big Arabic and Persian terms, the trans- 
lations would not be understood by the native public in 
general. While speaking of this subject, we cannot help say- 
ing that the mere giving of greater publicity to legislative 
measures will be of little use until the court language is 
changed. It is really a great anomaly that.the proceedings 
of Indian courts should be conducted in the character and 
language of Persia. Litigants have to prosecute suits of 
large value and have to spend thousands of rupees in 
prosecuting them, while they themselves are unable to read a 
single paper connected with the suits. Moreover, primary 
education will not advance much. until the use of the Hindi 
character and language is introduced in courts. It is the 
duty of District Judges and Magistrates to press these things 
on the attention of Government. But the misfortune is that, 
as they haye themselves acquired a smattering of Urdũ, they 
are naturally averse to a change of the court language, 
They look to their own convenience and do not care at all 


for the people. 


The Kavivachan Sudhd (Benares) of the! 
in continustion of the 
The Hindé. N by it in its prev i 00 * issues 0 on ‘the: new 
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Hind& Wills Act (vide page 745 of the Selections from 
vernacular newspapers for the week ending the 9th Novem- 
ber, 1882), observes that, in the first place, it would seem 
that the Government is under the impression that the Hind u 
law does not provide for the execution of wills. Secondly, 
according to the new law a child, who is still unborn, ean- 


not be appointed an heir.“ Thirdly, a Hindũ could at the 


time of the marriage of his daughter declare her son, who 
might be born, his heir. But this custom too will be stop- 
ped by the new law. There may be no provisions ‘in the 
existing texts of the Hindũ law, as alleged by Government, 
about the execution of wills and the recognition of an unborn © 
child and the daughter’s son as heirs, but these customs 
must have been originally based on some text in the Hindũ 
law. It is well known that the Muhammadans largely 
destroyed the books of the Hindtie, and it would not be 


unreasonable to assume that the existing editions of Hindu 
law books are not complete. 


The Oudh Akhbdy (Lucknow) of the 28th November, 
Graduates and the pub- referring to the remarks made by the 
Hie les. Pioneer in its issue of the 25th idem 
on the shies of the employment of native graduates in the 
public service, highly approves of those remarks and adds 
that the admission of graduates to the subordinate judicial 
and executive services would increase the efficiency of admi- 
nistration and also tend to encourage the spread of high edu- 
cation. We cannot too often repeat the words of Lord Macau- 
lay, that the furtherance of the best interests of India chiefly 
depends on those native youths who have received a sound 
English education, We do not mean that any injury should be 
done to present incumbents for the sake of graduates, but that 
in future the latter should be preferred to others, who have 
n only a smattering of English, for the postein.q) lestion 2 


but * tn the original the editor uses the term wasi (exeoutor)-4 2 „ 
he e obviously means an heir or legatee and not executor. | 8 
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Of the 712 men who have graduated at the Calcutta Univer- 
sity since its establishment, only 71 men have been fortunate 
enough to obtain Extra Assistant. Commissionerships and 
Deputy n Obviously this is not a satisfactory 
state of things. 


The Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 24th November 
makes the following remarks on the 


„ Local self-government, = 
question of local self-government :— 


“Our present rulers, unlike other conquerors, are actuated 
by noble motives in. their dealings with those whom they 
govern. Though the interests of the rulers and the ruled 
cannot always be quite identical, yet they do not, in the pre- 
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sent case, clash with each other. On this point mainly depend 


the prosperity and future development of the country. 


“‘ Now, India being one of the greatest dependencies of Eng- 
land, it is for the advantage of England as well as for the 


advantage of India that her interests should never be lost 
sight of, and that her sons should not be made to remain 


wholly dependent upon their guardians for a longer time than 
it is absolutely necessary. For this reason it has been the 
object of every enlightened British ruler to govern the 
country for the good of the people. Various means have 


been devised, various laws promulgated, various expedients 


tried, most of which, though not all, have more or less proved 
that England is sensible of her. duties to India and of the 
heavy responsibility towards the conquered nation. Eviden- 

ces of this fact are to be met with everywhere. You are in 
a city and there is security of life and property; you go 
abroad and no dangers beset you; you have a grievance and 
itcan be readily redressed. But with all this, India is just 
emerging from her infaucy. It is, therefore, absolutely neces- 
sary that her sons shonld be taught lessons of self-help. The 


best practical may of e the object in view i is to give 


ment of their pu 
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This is the object which the local self. government scheme 
aims at. But then comes the question, how is this to bo 
secured? Well, it can be best secured by suitably choosing 


men willing and able to perform duties that may be entrusted 


to them. As in this coantry opulence and ignorance are 
almost inseparable companions, rich men will neither be found 
willing nor able to answer the purpose. The only class of 


men best.suited to the task is that which knows best the state, 


of the country and which also knows how to undertake the 


management of affairs, not in the old way, but according to 
the standard of Western civilization. This class of persons 


is to be found among the English educated native gentlemen _ 


who have been sadly shut out from the local boards simply, 
one might say, to defeat the object aimed at. There will no 
doubt come forward men to find fault with the above-named 
class ; but the defect for which they are blamed is the one 
that is necessary for the success of the scheme. We need 


hardly say that the drawback to their being enlisted in local 
boards is their independence of spirit and their aversion to 
the easy-going jo hukam system. It is on this account that 
they have been excluded from what it is their duty to perform, 
They are in every respect representatives of the community. 
Those that are bred in a country know its requirements better 


than those who are, to all intents and purposes, strangers | in 
the land. If the Government really wants to confer | the 
great boon of self-government on the people, it is indispen: 


necessary that independent and public-spirited men shonld be 
appointed members of local boards and committees, for, other- | 


wise, the thing will be a mere sham. 


“Again, it is quite idle to say that the neal do pe n * : 
this boon. It is simply to say, in other words that th r 
not want to raise themselves higher in the scale of civilization. « — 


T The article, headed Come and let us drive the E. glis h 
The expulsionof the Eng. out from India” is continued in % 
lish from India” “Delhi Punch (Lähore) ‘of the T 
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November (tide the Selections from vernaeular newspapers 
for the week ending the 28rd November, page 781). Shédén 
proceeds to say !—The Maulvi and the Mirza, in referring to 
Englishmen in their speeches, almost always called them 
foreigners. Nothing could be more improper than to apply 
such a term to them. Supposing they are foreigners, 
should we hate them simply as such? On the contrary, 
we ought to be the more grateful to them, because, 
although they are foreigners, they have bestowed so many 
benefits on us. British rule in this country may be said 
to date from 1757, when the battle of Plassey was fought. 
It is surprising that although Eaglishmen have ruled over us 
for more thau a century, we should regard them as foreigners. 
Do our countrymen mean that wé should again place the 
descendants of the Mughal emperors on the thtone? Were not 
the Mughals foreiguers, and was not their rule more oppressive 
and tyrannical thun the English? In fact, if Englishmen are 
foreigners, we, both Muhammadans and Hindis, are also foreign 
ers. Neither of us are, so to speak, the children of the soil. If 
one class of the cothmunity regarded another as foreigners, 
and endeavoted to drive them out from the ooun try, . 
would be at an end. 


The same paper states We were hitherto under the 


The Press Comtmissionets impression that the Press Commis- 
sioner's office had ceased to exist long 


ago. But all of a sudden a communication from that office 
has put in its appearance this week. It is a printed paper 
and contains in Euglish the speeches of the Viceroy and some 
Members of his Cotincil on the Agricultdral Loans Bill. Was. 
the Press Commissioner drunk at the time that he forwarded 
to us an English paper? He had better have shut it up in his 
Wife's box. No communication had been received from him 
for a long time. Where was he all this time 15 Did he forget 
the existenos of the Vernacular. Press ? He fattens on publie 
money, but seams to do no work, 
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The Panjdb Punch (Lahore) of the 22nd November 
The Sahéranpur rape gays: — Where should natives now 
cape. seek an asylam? Should they bury: 
themselves under ground or live high up in the skies? Lately, © 
four European Railway employés seized a woman of the 
Kahar caste and violated her. They must have-dishonoured, 
many other women, but the women seem to have silently, 
borne the injury through fear of public obloquy. The Dis- 
trict and Sessions Judge, after making preliminary enquiries 
and being convinced of the guilt of the accused, has commit 
ted them to the High Court for trial. We are afraid that suck 
misconduct on the part of Europeans is sure to lead to very 
serious consequences some day. Europeans are allowed to 
kill natives with impunity, but perhaps the latter will not be 
able to silently bear the dishonor of their women. The 
High Court should inflict severe punishment on the four 
European railway servants in question in order te deter 
others from committing such.a heinous offence. (The Sabé- 
ranpur cortespondent of the Fanjdbt Akhbdér of the 15th 
November, referring to the above case, urges that. the accused 
should not only be sentenced to imprisonment, but should be 


also caned). : 1 


The same paper states that new Civilians, at the time of 
The alleged ill-treatment their first arrival in India, are Taw 


of natives by young Civi- and inexperienced youths, being n only | 


21 years old at the time, but they ar 
here at once made, so to speak, petty kings. Fer from | 
having any sympthy with the people, they regard them a 
barbarians and freely abuse and beat them. IE would bea goed 

thing if no Civilian were sent out to this country until be ues 
been employed for three years in the public service at. ho na. 
The eee of the 80th November. ib! 2 

df the ae — 5 
— 4 diatriot, The weiter * pising 
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of Schools in ,Rohtak, hates Hindi. schoolmasters through 
race feeling and oppresses them in a variety of ways. If any 
of them sends a petition against him to the Inspector or tho 
Director of Public Instruction, the Inspector or the Direeter, 
as the case.may be, forwards it to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner for disposal, and he in turn calls for an explanation 
from the Deputy Inspector. The Deputy Inspector of eourse 
gives a one-sided version of the story, and then the petie 
tion is deposited, without an opportunity being given to 
the petitioner of refuting the statements of the Deputy 
Inspector. When Nasiru-l-din has occasion. to take his food 
at a school during his visit, he takes beef in order to wound 
the feelings of Hindü teachers. If any Hindũ teacher objects 
to this, he has him punished, as for instance he had Pandit 
Shim Läl of the Sanpla school and Munshi Chiranji LA} 
of the Chh&ré school dismissed, and Munshi Rämji Lal, head- 
master of the Bahadargarh school, degraded and transferred 
for this very so-called offence. Selly, when the question. of 
Hindi versus UrdG was being discussed in his presence, some 
words escaped from the mouth of the writer in favour of 
Hindi. This greatly incensed the Deputy Inspector. He 
had him fined Rs. 5, and bas since become his bitter enemy. 
He generally gives promotion only to Musalmäns. Mihru- l- 
din, who is an ignorant man, has been appointed headmaster 
of the middle school at Badli and his pay increased from 
Rs. 10 to Rs. 20. Fatehu- lh Khén of the Astida school, 
Mazhar Ali of the Hasangarh school, and Abdu-ERahmän 
of the Kharkhoda school have received re wards and pro- 
motion. The Deputy Inspector has also made it a rule not 
to admit natives of Rohtak to the educational service, but 
sends for men from other districts to fill Up vacancies, 


„ LOCAL, . Fee 
Tho Delhi Pench: (Lihere) of the 22nd Norember em- 


The alleged 22 plains that thefts are freque: tat Firor- 
of theft at Tiroagur. pus, and that thieves appear to be 


tsited by tho police themselves. ‘To say nothing of other 


} 
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Zulfiqgar Khan, Extra Assistant Commissioner, and another 
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thefts, one has been lately committed at the house of Sardar 


at the house of the Deputy Commissioner’s gardener who lived 
on the premises of the Deputy Commissioner's house. 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allah&b&d) of the 27th November, 
The Muharram affray at in its local news calumn, states that 
Aliahébéd. it is to be regretted that even now the 
Muharram always proves a source of great anxiety to the 
Hindüs. If any marriage is to take place in the family of a 
Hindd during the Muharram, he, through fear of the Musal- 
mans, asks the Brahmin to change the date of the marriage, 
if possible, Ifthe Brahmin is unable to find any other aus- 
picious day, he has to celebrate the marriage at his house in 
private without any music. The Musalmäns oppose Hindé 
processions, while they themselves prepare lofty banners, 
make tdzids of tinfoil and paper of variegated and gaudy 
colours, play on large drums, put an fine clothes of green 
colour, and sing poems, called marstyds, in honour of the an- 
niversary of the death of Husain. All these things are indi- 
cative of rejoicing rather than of grief on the part af Mauham- 
madans. But let this be as it may. The British Government 
has granted full religious liberty to all olasses of the people, 
and therefore one class of the community is not justified in 
interfering with the religious affairs of another class. On 
the 20th November, during the late Muharram, a body of 
fanatic Musalmäns attacked a Bengali procession at * 
ghät. The police did their best to prevent the outhreak, bat 
the Musalmüns were deaf to all advice. Three or four Mussl- 
mans were wounded in the affray, one of whom lies on nis 
death-bed. The police arrangements at the Oolonelg pj fait 
were good and the fair went off quietly, 


The same paper of the 2nd October, in its local news 
* editor of the Pra 149 column, stated that on the L0.h i 
mdchdr and t Sao 
trate of fl Mogi tember a Musnimén en ae i 
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keeper went inside the shop to fetch salt, the Musalmén 
took Rs. 2 from his shop and ran away. Some men pur- 
sued, but could not catch him. In the issue of the 27th 
November the editor says that he has lately received an Eng- 
lish communication from the Magistrate, which contains 
an Eng lish translation of the above article and also the 
following remarks by the Magistrate: —“ The news is in- 
correct. The shopkeeper did not report the matter to the 
police. When he was himself asked as to the truth of 
the news, he did not charge any man with stealing the 
money, but only said that he suspected that a stranger 
had stolen two rupees from his shop, but he was not sure 
whether the two rupees, supposed to have been stolen, were 
missing. The editor remarks that the news cannot be incor- 
rect, simply because the shopkeeper did not report the matter 
tothe police, and because he did not charge any man with the 
offence. The editor and some other men saw the shopkeeper 
pursuing the thief in the street with their own eyes. The fact 
is that the shopkeeper did not charge any particular man with 
the theft because he could not identify the thief, and he did 
not report the theft to the police because he thought that this 
would not only be quite useless, but would also put him to a 
great deal of inconvenience. The best way of ascertaiuing 
the truth of the news would be by making a local enquiry in- 
to the matter through some members of the Municipal Com- 
mittee or the Hindi Saméj in the presence of the editor. 
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